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and said: ' I am in possession, but as you covet the crown
and the throne, you ought to be the first to undertake this
business.' Thereupon the lion-hearted Behram valiantly
approached the crown, and immediately bestrode the lion
which had come near him, pommelling the head of the
beast with a stone which he had in his hand.' Then the
other lion approached Behram, but he caught hold of his
ears, and knocked the heads of the two lions in such a way
against each other that their brains protruded, and the
bravery of the king of lions drove them both into the
desert of non-existence. Then he placed the diadem on
his own head, and the tongue of the circumstances indited
the following:

Distich : The king delivered himself from the grasp of lions ;
He escaped from, the jaws of dragons.

After Behrarn Gur had performed this wonderful exploit,
the arrogant men of Persia and of Arabia applauded him,
submitting to his commands, and the first man who con-
gratulated him was Kesra.

REIGN OF BEHRAM, Gthi.

It is related in the Muf&tWi-ul-u'l&m that, as Behram was
very fond of hunting the (Mr [wild ass, onager], he waa
surnamed Behram Grftr, Ebn Athir, however, states that
one day he happened to shoot an arrow at a lion who was
on the top of a wild ass, and that as the arrow had passed
through both animals, and then entered the ground, ho
was called Behram Gfir. Also Tabari's statement and all
other historians agree with this latter account.

In short, after he had firmly established himself as king,
he pardoned, at the intercession of Munzar Bin No'man, all
the Er&nians who had been so bold as to raise Kesra to the
throne. He was kind to the army and to his people, re-
mitting a sum of nearly ten thousand tomftns duo as
tribute. He assigned pensions to men of probity and
learning, and restored to cultivation every district which
had been ruined during the government of his father. He